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to a police officer whereby the authority lost his services and the
officer became entitled to a special disability pension payable by the
authority.1
Special              The authorities charged with the preservation of the peace have
Constables. for ]_ong j^ power to appoint special constables to supplement
the regular police force in an emergency. Nowadays this power is
exercised by two or more justices of the peace. Able-bodied male
residents between the ages of twenty-five and fifty-five may be
enrolled, notice of appointment being given to the Home Secretary
and the Lord-Lieutenant of the county. Special constables may be
appointed apart from an actual or apprehended emergency, and
the Special Constables Acts, 1914 and 1923, made provision for the
maintenance of a special constabulary reserve on a permanent
footing.
1 Bradford Corporation v. Webster, [1920] 2 K.B. 135; but see now Attorney-
General for New South Wales v. Perpetual Trustee Co. Ltd., [1945] 2 W.L.R. 707,
where it was held that a police constable is a holder of a public office and not
a servant for whose loss of services a police authority can sue.